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(54) Method for controlling operation of optical disk drive 



(57) A method for controlling an operation of an op- 
tical disk drive (60) in a computer system, the computer 
system having the optical disk drive (60) and a power 
management controller (40). The power management 
controller (40) generates a power saving control signal 
when the computer system is suspended in use for a 
predetermined time period. If the power saving control 



signal is generated, it is checked whether the optical 
disk drive (60) is in operation. 

If the optical disk drive (60) is not in operation, pow- 
er is blocked to all components of the computer system. 
If the optical disk drive (60) is in operation, power is 
blocked to components of the computer system except 
the optical disk drive (60) and the associated compo- 
nents. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention s 

The present invention relates in general to a method 
for controlling the operation of a optical disk drive, and 
more particularly to a method which checks the opera- 
tion of a motor to determine whether an audio CD is re- 10 
produced in a power saving mode of a system and, if it 
is determined that the audio CD is reproduced in the 
power saving mode, does not block power to the optical 
disk drive and an audio part for the output of a repro- 
duced signal from the audio CD. Herein, there are CD- is 
ROM dirve, DVD-ROM dirve, and so forth as a kind of 
said optical disk drive. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

20 

Generally, the user may not continuously use a 
computer from power on till power off. 

Namely, with the computer turned on, the user may 
take a rest while working or not working for a certain 
time due to other affairs. 25 

In these cases, the computer itself discriminates 
whether it is used by the user and performs a power sav- 
ing mode in accordance with the discriminated result. 

A notebook computer is convenient to carry ba- 
cause it is smaller in size than a desktop computer. 30 

A battery must be used for the notebook computer 
in an external place where the notebook computer can- 
not be connected directly to a power source. 

However, the battery is limited in charge capacity. 
For this reason, the power saving mode must be per- 35 
formed so that the limited charge capacity of the battery 
can be used for a longer time. 

In a computer, power is extremely well used in a 
central processing unit (CPU), a hard disk drive (HDD), 
a liquid crystal display (LCD) panel and a compact disk 40 
read only memory (optical disk drive) drive. 

The computer discriminates whether it is not used 
for a predetermined time period. 

If it is discriminated that the computer is not used 
for the predetermined time period, the computer per- 45 
forms a power saving mode to reduce its power con- 
sumption amount. Although being different according to 
makers and systems, the power saving mode may gen- 
erally be classified intostandby, suspend and power off 
modes. so 

In the case where a optical disk is reproduced in the 
optical disk drive according to a specific application lev- 
el, a display function indicating the status of the optical 
disk and other functions are required. 

In this case, a power management controller does ss 
not perform the power saving mode. 

However, in the case where an audio CD is repro- 
duced in the optical disk drive, the optical disk drive itself 



is operated even after a optical disk driving program is 
ended. 

At this time, the power management controller does 
not recognize that the audio CD is in reproduction, but 
that the system is suspended in use. 

As a result, the power management controller per- 
forms the power saving mode. 

In other words, when the user uses the system to 
reproduce the audio CD, the computer does not recog- 
nize the system use and thus performs the power saving 
mode. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Therefore, the present invention has been made in 
view of the above problem, and it is an object of the 
present invention to provide a method for controlling the 
operation of a optical disk drive, which checks the oper- 
ation of a optical disk drive motor to determine whether 
an audio CD is reproduced and, if it is determined that 
the audio CD is reproduced, performs a power saving 
mode suitable for such a situation. In accordance with 
the present invention, the above and other objects can 
be accomplished by a provision of a method for control- 
ling an operation of a optical disk drive in a computer 
system, the computer system having the optical disk 
drive and a power management controller, comprising 
the first step of allowing the power management con- 
troller to generate a power saving control signal when 
the computer system is suspended in use for a prede- 
termined time period; the second step of checking 
whetherthe optical disk drive is in operation, if the power 
saving control signal is generated at the first step; the 
third step of blocking power to ail components of the 
computer system if it is checked at the second step that 
the optical disk drive is not in operation; and the fourth 
step of blocking power to components of the computer 
system except the optical disk drive and the associated 
components if it is checked at the second step that the 
optical disk drive is in operation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other objects, features and advan- 
tages of the present invention will be more clearly un- 
derstood from the following detailed description taken 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating the 
construction of a computer to which the present in- 
vention is applied; and 

Fig. 2 shows a method for controlling the operation 
of a optical disk drive in accordance with the present 
invention, wherein: 

Fig. 2a is a flowchart illustrating a system initializa- 
tion operation when power of the computer is turned 
on; and 
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Fig. 2b is a flowchart illustrating a optical disk drive 
control operation when a power saving mode is per- 
formed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 5 
EMBODIMENTS 

Fig. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating the 
construction of a computer to which the present inven- 
tion is applied. io 

As shown in this drawing, the computer comprises 
a basic input/output system read only memory (BIOS 
ROM) 30 for storing a optical disk access operation/mo- 
tor operation checking program therein, a CPU 10 for 
executing the program stored in the ROM 30, a random is 
access memory (RAM) 20 for storing data processed by 
the CPU 10 therein, a power management controller 40 
for checking whether the system is operated for a pre- 
determined time period and, if the system is not operat- 
ed for the predetermined time period, informing the CPU 20 
10 of such a situation, a secondary IDE-type interface 
50 for performing an interfacing operation with a optical 
disk drive 60, a primary IDE-type interface 70 for per- 
forming an interfacing operation with a hard disk drive 
80, and an audio chip 90 for amplifying audio data from 25 
a optical disk or driving a speaker 100. 

Fig. 2 shows a method for controlling the operation 
of the optical disk drive 60 in accordance with the 
present invention. 

Fig. 2a is a flowchart illustrating a system initializa- 30 
tion operation when power of the computer is turned on. 

First, if the power of the computer is turned on, the 
CPU 1 0 performs a power on self test (POST) operation 
according to a system BIOS program at step S10. 

At this time, the CPU 10 detects an interrupt request 3s 
value IRQ and input/output addresses of the optical disk 
drive 60 at step S20, an interrupt request value IRQ and 
input/output addresses of the hard disk drive 80 at step 
S30 and an interrupt request value IRQ and input/output 
addresses of the audio chip 90 at step S40. 40 

Also, the CPU 10 sets a system time out value in 
the power management controller 40 at step S50. 

Then, the CPU 10 sets the detected interrupt re- 
quest values IRQ and input/output addresses of the 
hard disk drive 80 and audio chip 90 as system activities 45 
at step S60 and does not set the detected interrupt re- 
quest value IRQ and input/output addresses of the op- 
tical disk drive 60 as system activities at step S70. 

Then, the CPU 10 initializes the power manage- 
ment controller 40 at step S80 and boots the system ac- so 
cording to an operating system (OS) program at step 
S90. 

Fig. 2b is a flowchart illustrating a optical disk drive 
control operation when a power saving mode is per- 
formed. First, upon receiving an interrupt signal from the ss 
power management controller 40 at step S1 00, the CPU 
1 0 sends a "check power mode" command to the optical 
disk drive 60 at step S200 to read a sector count value 



of the optical disk from a register in the optical disk drive 
60 and check in accordance with the read sector count 
value whether a motor of the optical disk drive 60 is in 
operation. 

In the case where it is checked at the above step 
S200 that the motor of the optical disk drive 60 is not in 
operation, the CPU 10 sets ail components of the sys- 
tem to the power saving mode at step S300. 

However, in the case where it is checked at the 
above step S200 that the motor of the optical disk drive 
60 is in operation, the CPU 10 sets components of the 
system except the optical disk drive 60 and audio chip 
90 to the power saving mode at step 400. 

Namely, at step 400, the CPU 10 operates only the 
optical disk drive 60 and a subsystem for the output of 
a reproduced signal from an audio CD and supplies no 
power to other system components. 

Now, the method for controlling the operation of the 
optical disk drive 60 in accordance with the present in- 
vention will be mentioned in more detail. 

First, if power is applied to the system, the CPU 10 
performs the POST operation according to the system 
BIOS program at step S1 0. 

At this time, the CPU 10 detects an interrupt request 
value I RQ and input/output addresses of the optical disk 
drive 60 at step S20, an interrupt request value IRQ and 
input/output addresses of the hard disk drive 80 at step 
S30 and an interrupt request value IRQ and input/output 
addresses of the audio chip 90 at step S40. 

Also, the CPU 10 sets a system time out value in 
the power management controller 40 at step S50. 

When the system is suspended in use for an interval 
of the set system time out value, the power saving mode 
is performed. 

In order to indicate that the system is in use, the 
CPU 10 sets the detected interrupt request values IRQ 
and input/output addresses of the hard disk drive 80 and 
audio chip 90 as system activities at step S60. 

On the other hand, the CPU 10 does not set the 
detected interrupt request value IRQ and input/output 
addresses of the optical disk drive 60 as system activi- 
ties at step S70, so that it does not check the optical disk 
drive 60 when the power management controller 40 
generates an interrupt signal to perform the power sav- 
ing mode. 

Then, the CPU 10 initializes the power manage- 
ment controller 40 at step SS0 and boots the system ac- 
cording to the OS program at step S90. 

On the other hand, the power management control- 
ler 40 checks the audio chip 90 and hard disk drive 80 
to discriminate whether the system is not in use for a 
predetermined time period. If the system is not in use 
for the predetermined time period, the power manage- 
ment controller 40 sends the interrupt signal to the CPU 
10 to perform the power saving mode. Upon receiving 
the interrupt signal from the power management con- 
troller 40 at step S100, the CPU 10, before performing 
the power saving mode, sends the "check power mode" 
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command to the optical disk drive 60 at step S210 to 
check whether the motor of the optical disk drive 60 is 
in operation. At step S220, the CPU 10 checks whether 
data in the CD-ROM is valid. 

If it is checked at the above step S220 that data in 
the optical disk is not valid, the CPU 10 stands by for a 
predetermined time period at step S230 and then re- 
turns to the above step S220 to again check whether 
data in the optical disk is valid. 

In the case where it is checked at the above step 
S220 that data in the optical disk is valid, the CPU 10 
reads a sector count value of the optical disk from the 
register in the optical disk drive 60 at step S240 to check 
at step S250 whether the motor of the optical disk drive 
60 is in operation. 

The read sector count value indicates whether the 
audio CD is in reproduction, namely, whether the motor 
of the optical disk drive 60 is in operation. 

If it is checked at the above step S250 that the motor 
of the optical disk drive 60 is not in operation, the CPU 
10 controls a power supply circuit at step S300 to set 
the optical disk drive 60 with other components of the 
system to the power saving mode. 

However, in the case where it is checked at the 
above step S250 that the motor of the optical disk drive 
60 is in operation, the CPU 1 0 recognizes that the audio 
CD is in reproduction. 

Thus, at step S410, the CPU 10 leaves power to the 
optical disk drive 60 and the associated audio chip 90 
and speaker 100 supplied, while setting the remaining 
components of the system to the power saving mode. 

The CPU 1 0 checks the operating state of the motor 
of the optical disk drive 60 in the same manner as men- 
tioned above at an interval of predetermined time. 

When the audio CD is reproduced up to the last 
track and the motor of the optical disk drive 60 is then 
stopped, the CPU 10 controls the power supply circuit 
to block power to the optical disk drive 60 and the asso- 
ciated audio chip 90 and speaker 100. 

As apparent from the above description, according 
to the present invention, the operation of the optical disk 
drive motor is checked to determine whether the audio 
CD is reproduced in the power saving mode. 

If it is determined that the audio CD is reproduced 
in the power saving mode, power is not blocked to the 
optical disk drive and the associated components. 

When the audio CD is completed in reproduction, 
the optical disk drive and the associated components 
enter the power saving mode. 

Although the preferred embodiments of the present 
invention have been disclosed for illustrative purposes, 
those skilled in the art will appreciate that various mod- 
ifications, additions and substitutions are possible, with- 
out departing from the scope and spirit of the invention 
as disclosed in the accompanying claims. 



Claims 

1. A method for controlling an operation of a optical 
disk drive in a computer system, said computer sys- 
5 tern having said optical disk drive and a power man- 
agement controller, comprising the steps of: 

(a) allowing said power management controller 
to generate a power saving control signal when 

10 said computer system is suspended in use for 

a predetermined time period; 

(b) checking whether said optical disk drive is 
in operation, if said power saving control signal 
is generated at said step (a); 

15 (c) setting predetermined components of said 

computer system to power saving mode if it is 
checked at said step (b) that said optical disk 
drive is not in operation; and 
(d) setting predetermined components of said 

20 computer system except said optical disk drive 

and the associated components to power sav- 
ing mode if it is checked at said step (b) that 
said optical disk drive is in operation. 

25 2. A method for controlling an operation of a optical 
disk drive in a computer system, as set forth in 
Claim 1 , further comprising the step of setting inter- 
rupt request values and input/output addresses of 
a hard disk drive and an audio chip to initial values 

30 when power of said computer system is turned on 
and checking operations of said hard disk drive and 
audio chip to determine whether said computer sys- 
tem is in use. 

35 3. A method for controlling an operation of a optical 
disk drive in a computer system, as set forth in 
Claim 2, further comprising the step of performing 
a power on self test operation when the power of 
said computer system is turned on, to set said in- 

40 terrupt request values and input/output addresses 
of said hard disk drive and audio chip as system 
activities and not to set an interrupt request value 
and input/output addresses of said optical disk drive 
as system activities. 

45 

4. A method for controlling an operation of a optical 
disk drive in a computer system, as set forth in 
Claim 1 , wherein said step (b) includes the step of 
checking an operation of a motor of said optical disk 

so drive to check whether said optical disk drive is in 
operation. 

5. A method for controlling an operation of a optical 
disk drive in a computer, system, as set forth in 

55 Claim 1 , wherein said step (d) includes the step of 
blocking power to components of said computer 
system except said optical disk drive and an audio 
CD reproduction circuit if it is checked at said step 
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